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Safe Drinking Water State Revolving Fund project applications may include requests 
for loan funds to support water system security, water conservation, and energy 

conservation/reliability infrastructure. 
 

The Department of Health Services, Drinking Water Program encourages water systems to examine 
the overall operation of their system (technical, managerial, and financial [TMF]), to ensure the 
safety and reliability of public water supply.  In conjunction with the application process for 
SDWSRF funding, systems conduct a review of these areas, identify gaps in their present TMF 
capability, and establish schedules for addressing critical elements.   

 
The SDWSRF can provide loan funds for security measures incorporated into projects to correct 
existing or threatened public health related problems.  Systems invited to apply for SDWSRF funding 
are encouraged to include appropriate security measures in their proposed projects, consistent with 
the guidelines of the USEPA for increasing security of public water system components which could 
be vulnerable to tampering. 
 
In addition, projects involving the replacement of distribution lines to address a public health related 
problem, can include a request for SDWSRF loan funds to provide for water meter installation.  
Through appropriate measurement of water production and use, water systems can reduce 
unaccounted water lost to leaks.  By lowering water demand, public water systems may be able to 
accommodate more customers without increasing water production capacity.  Increasing water 
conservation saves the expense and energy needed to produce and distribute water, and ultimately 
saves on wastewater collection and treatment costs as well.  Further information on metering as a 
component of a comprehensive water conservation plan can be obtained from the California Urban 
Water Conservation Council. 
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Applicants for SDWSRF funding are required to meet a number of TMF requirements including 
development of an operations plan for their system.  Planning provides a systematic process for 
addressing efficient system operation and can contribute to saving both water and power.  Water 
distribution is one of the largest components of energy use by many local governments.  SDWSRF 
loan funds can be used for energy efficiency measures such as enhancing SCADA (Supervisory 
Control and Data Acquisition) systems, in conjunction with a funded project.  SCADA systems can 
allow public water systems to save energy (and expenses) by optimizing pump operation to respond 
to shifting demand within the distribution system.  SDWSRF loan funds can also be used to ensure 
energy reliability, such as standby power generators for use during power disruption. 
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Additional Resources 
 
 

For additional information on WATER SYSTEM SECURITY, please refer to : 
 
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Division of Ground and Drinking Water 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/security/er-guidance.pdf 
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/security/index.html 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/dwsrf/security-fs.pdf 

 
 

For additional information on WATER CONSERVATION, please refer to: 
 
 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Wastewater Management 
Guidelines for Water Conservation Plans 

http://www.epa.gov/OW-OWM.html/water-efficiency/water-conservation-plan/basic 
 
 

California Department of Water Resources, Office of Water Use Efficiency, Urban Water 
Management Planning Program 

http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/urbanplan/index.cfm 
 
 

California Urban Water Conservation Council 
  Best Management Practices 

http://www.cuwcc.org/memorandum.lasso 

 
For information on FUNDING FOR WATER CONSERVATION, please refer to: 

 
California Department of Water Resources 

Proposition 13 Water Conservation Program 
http://www.dpla2.water.ca.gov/grants-loans/index.shtml 

 
 
For information on ENERGY CONSERVATION AND RELIABILITY, please refer to: 
 

California Energy Commission 
http://www.energy.ca.gov/process/water/water_index.html 
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